Copyright Principles 

Library and Information Association of Jamaica

The Library and Information Association of Jamaica (LIAJA) acknowledges the aim of the Copyright Law of Jamaica to create a balance between the rights of the creator of intellectual property, and the basic right of the society to knowledge, research and information.

The Association recognizes that librarians have an obligation to safeguard the rights of the copyright owner, and at the same time, to advocate for the accessibility of information to their users.

The Association is also cognizant of the constraints placed on the Law by the continued development of new information technologies.  It maintains, however, that such developments should not lead to a diminution of rights established under existing copyright legislation, and attempts must be made to preserve the rights of both the creator of intellectual property and the rights of the user of this property.

LIAJA therefore states the following principles:

Principle I – The Copyright Law acknowledges the public’s right to knowledge, research and information.

LIAJA supports the protection of works in the public domain, and the further development of free and fair access for all.  It also supports the balance of the rights of the user and those of the holders of copyright.  The Association further maintains that the Copyright Law should not create any bias or injustice against, nor favour any particular group or individuals in society.

Principle II – Librarians shall promote adherence to the provisions of the Copyright Law.

LIAJA respects and honours the provisions of the Copyright Act of Jamaica and will endeavour to ensure awareness, understanding and compliance with the Law by its members, and the public at large.

Principle III – Librarians shall make reasonable efforts to inform users about the provisions of the Law, and implement procedures designed to ensure its compliance.

The Association is of the strong opinion that, providing that a library and its librarians have supplied all necessary information about the Law to its users, and the relevant sections of the Act adhered to, as set out in the Articles of the Law, users who infringe the Law must be held liable for such infringement.  The Library or librarian should not be held responsible for the infringement.

Principle IV – Accommodations to the new digital information technology should not effect an erosion of the rights of the user.

Within the principle of fair dealing and use, copyright law should not be a barrier to effective library programmes and services which aim to advance knowledge, research and recreation.  Proposed amendments to existing laws may lead to an erosion of the right to fair dealing. Librarians must agitate to ensure that the new provisions do not diminish existing rights.
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